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Numbers & Facts

Climate change and 
development policy
Berlin  |  In their 17th report on the current 
development aid situation, the German aid 
organisations terre des hommes and Welt-
hungerhilfe demand a clear commitment 
from the German Government to providing 
binding financial guarantees for climate 
change, anchoring this as a stand-alone 
mission in their development policy. Both 
aid organisations criticise the fact that cli-
mate change is affecting precisely those 
people who have not caused it and are least 
in a position to defend themselves against 
its consequences.� pas

An extract of the report in English is 
available for download at: 
www.welthungerhilfe.de/home_eng.html
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This special issue is an extract from the German-
language newspaper Welternährung, published quar-
terly by Welthungerhilfe. Publication of the newspa-
per is funded by budget resources from the German 
Federal Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Consumer 
Protection. Guest articles in this newspaper do not 
necessarily reflect the 
opinion of the publish-
er. It is requested that 
reprints include refer-
ences and sample copy. 

Editorial deadline for this special issue is 1 Decem-
ber 2009.

Ecoagriculture helps 
small farmers
Mainz  |  The ecological cultivation of food 
and its sale at fair conditions helps small 
farmers and their families in developing 
countries, according to a study carried out 
for the German Association for Natural 
Land Cultivation and the Weltladen-
Dachverband.� cas

Green alternative  
to Google
Wittenberg  |  The internet search machine 
»Forestle« sees itself as an environmentally-
friendly alternative to Google. Users of 
Forestle can support the conservation of 
rainforests while searching the web. Its ad-
ministrators promise that part of its adver-
tising income will go to rainforest conser-
vation.� cas

http://uk.forestle.org/

Welthungerhilfe active 
for disaster reduction
Bonn  |  In November, Welthungerhilfe was 
voted onto the executive board of the Ger-
man Committee for Disaster Reduction for 
the second time. The committee is the Ger-
man arm of the International Strategy for 
Disaster Reduction.� cas

Study  |  Natural disasters such as 
earthquakes, droughts and hurricanes 
primarily strike in developing coun-
tries. Of all people, it is principally 
the poor who are left to feel the brunt 
of nature’s force. They lose what lit-
tle they own, their livelihoods, their 
lives. In comparison, however, indus-
trialised countries suffer few victims; 
the high losses that they suffer are 
chiefly financial. Experts fear that 
climate change will bring about yet 
more storms, torrential rain and 
droughts.

It is five years since, at the end of 
December 2004, the pictures of the 
tsunami in South-East Asia shocked 
the world. But 2008 was also a year 
of disasters, costing the lives of al-
most 250,000. The majority of the 
victims were in China (cold tempera-
tures, earthquakes, floods) and Myan-
mar (Cyclone Nargis accounted for 
the deaths of 138,000). Equally dev-
astating were the hurricanes Gustav, 
Ike and Hanna in the Carribean. 
Worldwide, over 200 million people 
were affected by natural disasters. 

Prevention saves lives

The numbers affected in 2007 were 
similarly high: with more than 100 
million affected, the floods in China 
were particularly severe, as were 
those in India and Bangladesh, each 
totalling more than ten million. And 
in Bangladesh, cyclone Sidr was dev-
astating. However, Sidr also demon-
strates the value of disaster preven-
tion: while 138,000 were killed in a 
similarly strong cyclone in 1991, the 
total of 4,000 deaths in 2007 was 
considerably lower. 

In 2003, Europe was caught off 
guard by an extreme heat wave which 
led to the deaths of 35,000 people, 
and similar numbers died after the 
Bam earthquake in Iran. 2002 was a 
year of hunger and droughts: almost 
430 million people were affected, with 
around 300 million in India alone. To 
this can be added the 167 million af-
fected by floods, and 113.4 million af-
fected by storms. On top of the occur-
rence of large-scale forest fires, key 
examples of the economic losses suf-
fered by industrialised states were 
hurricane Kyrill in Europe (2007), hur-
ricane Katrina in the USA (2005), four 
more US hurricanes and ten typhoons 
in Japan (2004), as well as high water 
levels in Europe (2002).

Early Warning Systems help to 
save lives. Under the threat of a hur-
ricane or the imminent arrival of earth 
and seaquakes, they allow people to 
bring themselves to safety before it is 
too late. Climate change increases the 
risks of disaster. In working together 
to achieve development, it is becom-
ing increasingly important to be able 
to better estimate the potential risks 
and put into action Early Warning 
Systems. To achieve this, it is also vi-
tal to ensure that those in danger are 
familiar with the emergency proce-
dures created, and are in a position to 
save themselves.

Natural disasters strike  
the very poorest
While in industrialised countries natural disasters chiefly cause financial harm, in developing countries  
they place many lives in danger
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