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Call for Expression of Interest (EoI)
[bookmark: _Hlk53041941]German Agro Action/Welthungerhilfe (WHH) is a registered humanitarian organisation in Ethiopia since 1974 and implements projects in the fields of Nutrition,  Agriculture, WaSH, Emergency Response, Civil Society empowerment, Socio-economic Development, Disaster Risk Management (DRM) and Natural Resources Management (NRM) with its local partners in Amhara, Afar and Oromia Regional States.  
With the financial support of the German Foreign Office, Welthungerhilfe and three other German NGOs (Caritas Germany, Diakonie Katastrophenhilfe and Malteser International) launched the ToGETHER programme supporting localised humanitarian action in eight countries, namely Ethiopia, Colombia, Bangladesh, DR Congo, Indonesia, Myanmar, Pakistan, and Somalia.  
While it is the overall goal to contribute to the reduction of effects of disasters on local communities in those countries, the programme aims at strengthening local humanitarian preparedness & response capacities and promoting local leadership in humanitarian action through capacity development and exchange, joint learning and advocacy for better access to humanitarian coordination and funding. 
Welthungerhilfe is looking to find up to five local humanitarian partners (LHP) from Ethiopian civil society for participation in the programme. As the programme also has a large component on capacity development and exchange, we are not looking for the ‘strongest’ organisations that are already excellent at everything. We therefore encourage interested non-governmental organisations to answer to this call who wish to jointly increase local actors’ capacity and role in the humanitarian system and to actively promote principled humanitarian action in Ethiopia.

	Opening date for call of EoI
	08/10/2020

	Closing date of EoI
	28/10/2020

	Closing date for questions
	20/10/2020

	Reference 
	ETH/ToGETHER /01/2020

	EoI to be sent to:
	Muluken.Wondimeneh@welthungerhilfe.de and copy to Yosef.Kassahun@welthungerhilfe.de 
Firiehiwot.Yibeltal@welthungerhilfe.de




1. BACKGROUND
The humanitarian system seeks appropriate responses to the growing, immense humanitarian needs. As part of the local civil society, local actors are usually the first responders after a disaster event (shock). Effectiveness and timeliness of humanitarian operations can be improved through local knowledge, trusting relationships with communities and other complementary skills. 




Despite the numerous initiatives in recent years to strengthen the role of national and local humanitarian actors (including the RC/RC Code of Conduct, UN principles of partnership and the UN reform agenda, the World Humanitarian Summit with its Agenda for Humanity and the Grand Bargain), from a global perspective the role and decision-making power of national and local humanitarian organisations in the global humanitarian system remains relatively insignificant. They do important work, but still often act as project implementers and executors of strategic and operational decisions of international humanitarian organisations.

2. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROGRAMME
ToGETHER (Towards Greater Effectiveness and Timeliness in Humanitarian Emergency Response) is a three-year programme that offers an opportunity to five local or national organisations in each of the eight participating countries to jointly develop and undertake institutional and operational capacity strengthening and exchange activities in order to reinforce effective and timely response to humanitarian crises. 
The programme wants to establish complementary partnerships between national/local NGOs and INGOs which emphasize local leadership in humanitarian action. Together all partners will design and implement country-specific activities to achieve the programme objective. Activities will include institutional and operational capacity development tailored to local humanitarian partners’ self-defined priorities, the promotion of national and international networking and exchange, joint learning and advocacy for localised, principled humanitarian action.

Participating local humanitarian partners (LHP) will have access to funding for implementing innovative humanitarian approaches and applying acquired capacities in actual crises situations. In order to assure institutional capacity strengthening and learning, each LHP will also receive funding for the position of a programme focal point based at their organisation, as well as an administrative lump sum and a contribution to their operational costs. 

3. PARTICIPATION and ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 
3.1 Program level criteria:
1. Share the vision of the ToGETHER! programme on localising humanitarian emergency preparedness & response 
2. Have the willingness and ability to further develop capacities in humanitarian preparedness & response, i.e. have a basic institutional structure and the time to fully commit to the programme 
3. Have the willingness to actively engage in and contribute to the joint effort, share knowledge and participate in joint initiatives at the Country Steering Committee level 
4. Support a strategic approach beyond the survival and growth interest of your organisation 
5. Have a presence in disaster prone or disaster affected areas in Afar, Amhara and/or Oromia Regional States of Ethiopia 

6. Have previous experience in humanitarian (or preparedness) action (e.g. small-scale emergency response) and/or have a double mandate in development and humanitarian action  
7. Have experience in working with marginalized and vulnerable groups (e.g. women, ethnic minorities, people living with disability) 
8. Be committed to undertaking a self-defined capacity self-assessment to develop and implement a strengthening plan in the areas of humanitarian preparedness, response, coordination, advocacy and political dialogue
9. Show willingness to actively engage in humanitarian advocacy in the country (to the extent possible)
10. Be committed to developing a strategy plan for the sustainability of the programme results after the end of the programme 
3.2 Administrative Level Criteria 
1. Must be legally registered as Not-For-Profit Organisation according to the revised proclamation of Agency for Civil Societies Organizations (ACSO) and the registration license needs to be valid for at least for 6 months at time of submission of the expression of interest. The partner must be able to renew it if it expires during the project implementation period. 
2. Be able to host a seconded or hired full-time staff member for the project throughout the duration of the programme (related staff costs will be covered by the programme).
3. Be willing to undergo a reference check and a two-way risk assessment 
4. Sign a partnership agreement with Welthungerhilfe
5. Be willing to enter in a partnership based on the principles of trust and respect, mutuality, transparency, anti-fraud, anti-corruption and accountability  
6. Be committed to respecting humanitarian standards: Core Humanitarian Standard, Code of Conduct for The International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and NGOs in Disaster Relief, Do No Harm, Sphere, Child protection and safeguarding, Protection from Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA)
3.3 Exclusion criteria
Please note, that the ToGETHER consortium is looking to engage local humanitarian partners who will benefit from programme participation. Therefore, we will not consider organisations which
1. already independently access substantial international funding or have a leading role in international humanitarian country coordination mechanisms
2. have been or are part of another recent or current similar, longer-term capacity strengthening project by another international humanitarian stakeholder
4. DOCUMENTS TO BE SUBMITTED WITH THE EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
1. Annex A: Expression of Interest - questionnaire, signed by an authorised representative of the organisation
2. Annex B: Organisational profile, signed by an authorised representative of the organisation

3. Authenticated copies of the certificate of registration of the organization and any other documents demonstrating that the organisation is a recognized non-commercial/not-for-profit entity
5. PROCEDURE FOR SUBMISSION OF EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)
[bookmark: _Hlk53041814]Interested organisations should submit their Expression of Interest including the above information to Muluken Wondimeneh by email Muluken.Wondimeneh@welthungerhilfe.de on or before 28/10/2020, 17:00 PM (East African Time) Or delivery in persons before  28/10/2020, 17:00 PM (East African Time) to German Agro Action/ Welthungerhilfe (WHH) office found in Bole Sub City, Kebele 3  around Bole Medhanealem, at the back of Bole Tele or (GPS coordinate in WGS84 Datum of Latitude: 9.000600oN and 38.784064°E)
The Expression of Interest should specify the WHH reference “ETH/ToGETHER /01/2020” in the email subject line and on the documents.
Welthungerhilfe reserves the right to change or cancel the engagement process for reasons out of its control at any time without any obligation to inform the interested institutions of the grounds for the action.
Organisations will be considered based on the provided information. Secondarily, other criteria regarding the composition of the group of partners, such as diversity, different sectoral expertise or geographical presence may apply. In a second step, all shortlisted organisations will be invited to a personal exchange.
Any query concerning this request for EoI should be addressed by email to:  
[bookmark: _Hlk51158274][bookmark: _Hlk48600253]Muluken.Wondimeneh@welthungerhilfe.de; copy to Yosef.Kassahun@welthungerhilfe.de
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